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"Fruit That Does Not Ripen"

Near the trailhead of Makigariyama stands a small diner called “Tsudoi.”

Since the master, Koichi Kasehara, passed away one year ago, the diner has been closed. His widow,
Ritsuko Kasehara, now lives a quiet, solitary life.

Twenty years earlier, an invasive group of Taiwanese macaques mixed with the local Japanese macaque
troop on Makigariyama, resulting in about 30 hybrid monkeys. Although culling was initially considered,
the town instead established a protection and management facility to house the hybrids. Two decades
later, the facility is now at risk of closing due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the town’s financial
difficulties.

One day, Koichi’s nephew, Wataru Kasehara, along with his wife Miyuki and their son Furamu, arrive
from the Kansai region to visit Ritsuko.

Nao Ogitani, a longtime regular customer at “Tsudoi” who lives nearby, is suspicious of the sudden arrival
of this family of three. She is also displeased that Wataru and Miyuki have proposed they reopen “Tsudoi”
as a café.

Meanwhile, Yoko Umeda and her younger brother Norio Umeda, who run a pear and grape orchard in the
same town, have been suffering serious crop damage caused by monkeys that escaped from the facility .
One day, young Furamu builds a box trap and successfully captures a hybrid monkey. By the time it is
discovered, the monkey has already died from exhaustion. This incident becomes a decisive conflict
within the small community.

The play depicts the characters’ turmoil and inner conflicts as they struggle to find a path toward
“coexistence.”
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